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DISCLAIMER

The Ph.D. Information Brochure for July-August, 2026 is a compendium of inputs received from the various Disciplines and Schools.
The Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open University (KKHSOU) reserves the right to revise, amend, or delete any part of this Information Brochure without prior notice. Information regarding such changes shall be updated in the official website of KKHSOU. 
Interested candidates are advised to regularly visit the official website of the University for any updates. 
Note: The time line of the date for the Ph.D. programme of 2026 is provided separately. 
Interested candidates may fill the online Ph.D. Admission Form for the session 2026-27 through the University portal.
The Ph.D. Programme of KKHSOU is offered in Regular Mode. The time schedule for the Ph.D. admission, 2026-27 is as follows:
· Opening of Online Application form: 24th July, 2026
· Closing of Online Application form: 3rd August,  2026
· Conduct of Entrance exam: 9th August, 2026
· Publication of merit list and call for interview: 17th August, 2026
· Interview for selection against vacancies: 20th-25th August,2026
· Declaration of selected list of candidates: 26th August, 2026
· Date of Admissions for Ph.D. Programme: 27th August-6th September, 2026.
· Beginning of Course Work: 7th September, 2026

GENERAL INFORMATION

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Applications are invited from interested applicants for admission to the Ph.D. Programme for the July-August 2026-27 Session. The list of disciplines, discipline-wise number of seats (category-wise) available, and the eligibility criteria are provided in Annexure -I.
2. The Ph.D. Programme of KKHSOU is offered in compliance with the KKHSOU Regulation for Award of Ph.D. Degree, 2023 and amendments there to issue from time to time.
3. KKHSOU offer the Ph.D. Programme under one category: Full-Time. Candidates admitted shall be required to attend the Course Work classes as per the KKHSOU Regulation for Award of Ph.D. Degree, 2023 at the KKHSOU City Campus, Khanapara, Guwahati. The Course Work shall be conducted during the first six months of admission and the Scholars are required to attend the Course Work classes on a regular basis. A minimum of 75% attendance in the Course Work is mandatory for appearing in the exams.
4. The minimum and maximum duration of the Ph.D. Programme shall be guided by KKHSOU Regulation for Award of Ph.D. Degree, 2023.
5. At present, KKHSOU does not provide any form of hostel facilities for its Ph.D. scholars. Candidates shall be required to make provisions of own during the Course Work and other academic requirements.
6. Candidates who are employed and wish to pursue the Ph.D. Programme must obtain a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from their employer in the prescribed format attached as Annexure-II. Submission of the NOC is mandatory at the time of admission.

ADMISSION PROCEDURE AND SELECTION CRITERIA:

B. Admission Procedure And Selection Criteria:

1. Admission Categories:
Admission to the Ph.D. Programme shall be conducted under the following categories:
i. Category-I: UGC-NET with JRF
ii. Category-II: UGC-NET (Eligible for Assistant Professor and Ph.D.)
iii. Category-III: UGC-NET (Eligible for Ph.D. only)
iv. Category-IV: University-level Entrance Test followed by Interview/Selection Procedure.
(Note: Candidates applying under Category- IV: University-level Entrance Test shall select “Not Applicable” against the option of UGC NET JRF while filling out the online Ph.D. admission application. Such candidates are required to appear for the entrance test conducted by the University. 
2. Selection Procedure and Weightage:
1. Interview/Viva-Voce shall be mandatory for candidates under all categories. The selection criteria shall be as follows:
●	Category-I (UGC-NET with JRF):
		Selection shall be based on the performance in the Interview/Viva-Voce only.
●	Category-II & III (UGC-NET qualified):
A weightage of 70% shall be given to the NET score and 30% weightage shall be given to the performance in the Interview/Viva-Voce.
●	Category-IV (Entrance Test to be conducted by University): 
		Candidates securing a minimum of 50% marks in the Entrance Test (with applicable relaxation as per the UGC Ph.D. Regulations, 2022) shall be eligible to appear for the Interview/Viva-Voce. For preparation of the final merit list, 70% weightage shall be given to the performance in the Entrance Test and 30% weightage shall be given to the performance in the Interview/Viva Voce. 
●	Selection shall be based on combined merit and the applicable reservation policy of the Government of Assam.
●	Preference for admission shall be given in the following order, subject to availability of seats:
	a. Category-I
	b. Category-II
	c. Category-III
d. Category-IV 
3. The interview/Viva-Voce shall be conducted by the University at its City Campus located at Resham Nagar, Khanapara, Guwahati. No TA/DA is permissible for attending the interview. Eligible candidates shall be called for Interview/Viva-Voce by the respective Discipline-Specific Admission Committee. Information related to interview shall be uploaded on the official KKHSOU website.
4. The candidates will be examined in the following components in the entrance test:
Part A: 50 marks for MCQ based on research methodology;
Part B: 50 marks for descriptive type questions in the subject specific.
5. Candidates shall be required to produce and original valid photo identity proof at the time of the Interview/Viva-Voce. The identity proof may include any one of the following:
a. Aadhaar Card
b. Voter ID Card
c. Driving Licence
d. Passport
e. Identity Card issued by Government Agencies
f. Reserved Category Caste Certificate in original
g. PWD Certificate
6. Based on the performance in the Interview/Viva-Voce and other applicable criteria, the final list of selected candidates shall be prepared. 
7. The list of selected candidates shall be displayed on the official KKHSOU website. 
8. Individual communication regarding selection shall be sent to the candidates. Applicants are also advised to regularly visit the University website for updates and notifications related to admissions. In case the selected candidates fail to take admission within the stipulated time frame, the seat shall be allotted to the next deserving candidate. 
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Selected candidates shall be governed by the KKHSOU Ordinances, KKHSOU Regulation for Award of Ph.D. Degree, 2023, and amendments there to issue from time to time for the conduct of the Ph.D. Programme.
7. Offer notifications for admission shall be issued only to the selected candidates. 
GENERAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR Ph.D. ADMISSION:

C. GENERAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR Ph.D. ADMISSION:

The eligibility criteria for admission to Ph.D. programme are as follows:
1. Candidates who have completed: 1-year/2-semester master’s degree programme after a 4-year/8-semester bachelor’s degree programme or a 2-year/4-semester master’s degree programme after a 3-year/6 semesters bachelor’s degree programme or qualifications declared equivalent to the master’s degree by the corresponding statutory regulatory body, with at least 55% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed.
or
Equivalent qualification from a foreign educational institution accredited by an assessment and accreditation agency which is approved, recognized or authorized by an authority, established or incorporated under law in its home country or any other statutory authority in the country to assess, accredit or assure quality and standards of the educational institution.
A relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-creamy layer)/Differently–Abled, Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the Commission from time to time.
Provided that a candidate seeking admission after a 4-year/8-semester bachelor’s degree programme should have a minimum of 75% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade on a point scale wherever the grading system is followed. A relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-creamy layer)/ Differently–Abled, Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and other categories of candidates as per the decision of the Commission from time to time.
2. Candidates who have completed the M.Phil. programme with at least 55% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed or equivalent qualification from a foreign educational institution accredited by an assessment and accreditation agency which is approved, recognized or authorized by an authority, established or incorporated under a law in its home country or any other statutory authority in that country to assess, accredit or assure quality and standards of educational institutions, shall be eligible for admission to the Ph.D. programme. A relaxation of 5% marks or its equivalent grade may be allowed for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-creamy layer)/ Differently–Abled, Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and other categories of candidates as per rules and regulations.
a) Please see Annexure -I for further details of discipline wise vacancy and specific eligibility criteria.
Note: The application fee for admission to the Ph.D. Programme is Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One Thousand Only). The application fee once paid shall be non-refundable under any circumstances.
	A candidate may apply in one discipline. Those seeking admission in more than one discipline must submit separate applications for each discipline.
	Before applying for the Ph.D. Programme, candidates must ensure that they fulfil the specific eligibility criteria prescribed for the concerned discipline, as mentioned in Annexure-I.
	In case a candidate applies for a discipline without fulfilling the prescribed eligibility criteria for that discipline, the application shall not be considered by the University.
	Admission granted to a candidate shall be liable to cancellation at any stage if it is found that:
●	The information furnished by the candidate is false or incorrect; or
●	The candidate does not fulfil the prescribed eligibility criteria for the Programme.
●	Candidates are advised to download and retain a copy of the duly filled-in online Registration/Application form for future reference. 
	Applications for admission to the Ph.D. Programme shall be accepted through online mode only. No offline or hard-copy application form shall be accepted by the University.
	Reservation of seats shall be as per the norms and guidelines of the Government of Assam. 
	Merely being called for the Interview/Viva-Voce shall not entitle a candidate to claim admission to the Ph.D. Programme. The Selection Committee may decide not to recommend a candidate if suitable research supervision or specialization in the proposed area of research is not available in the concerned discipline.
The University reserves the right not to fill some or all the seats in any Discipline if suitable candidates are not found during the selection process, including the Interview/Viva-Voce. 
Duration of the Ph.D. Programme:

D. Duration of the Ph.D. Programme:
Minimum duration of Ph.D. programme including course work shall be for a period of three years and maximum duration will be six years. A maximum of an additional two (2) years can be given through a process of re-registration as per the Statute/Ordinance of the Higher Educational Institution concerned; provided, however, that the total period for completion of a Ph.D. programme should not exceed eight (8) years from the date of admission in the Ph.D. programme. 
Provided further that, female Ph.D. scholars and Persons with Disabilities (having more than 40% disability) may be allowed an additional relaxation of two (2) years; however, the total period for completion of a Ph.D. programme in such cases should not exceed ten (10) years from the date of admission in the Ph.D. programme.Venue for Entrance Examination:

E. 
	● Guwahati  ● Jorhat  ● Silchar  
The specific test centre for the entrance examination will be notified by the Controller of Examinations. Depending on the no. of applicants the University shall decide the change of the test centres if required.
F. Fee Structure of the Ph.D. Programme:


Admission Fee			:	20,000
Course Work Fee		:	5,000
Monthly Fee			:	1,000
Thesis Submission Fee		:	5,000
Examination Fee			:	5,000
(Viva-voce)
Annexure-I
Discipline wise number of vacancies-
	Sl. No
	Discipline
	Vacancy
	Reserved Category  

	1
	Economics
	1
	Gen.-1

	2
	Political Science
	1
	OBC/MOBC-1

	3
	History
	2
	Gen.-1, OBC/MOBC-1

	4
	Philosophy
	2
	Gen.-1, STH-1

	5
	Sociology
	1
	Gen.-1

	6
	Assamese
	5
	Gen.-2, STH-1, OBC/MOBC-1, PWD-1

	7
	English
	6
	Gen.-1,SC-1, STP-3, OBC/MOBC-1

	8
	Management
	1
	SC-1

	9
	Commerce
	1
	OBC/MOBC-1

	10
	Journalism & Mass Communication
	5
	Gen.-3, OBC/MOBC-2

	11
	Computer Science
	6
	Gen.-4, OBC/MOBC-2

	12
	Mathematics
	4
	Gen.-4

	Total vacancies
	    35



**The number may vary subject to the availability of seats at the time of admission.
Annexure-II
(No Objection Certificate from Employer must be submitted by the candidates seeking admission to Ph.D. Programme in KKHSOU, Guwahati. The NOC should be submitted on the letter head of the Employer).


NO OBJECTION CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that Mr./Mrs........................................S/O, D/O, W/O................................................has been working as (designation) ....................................in our Institute/Organisation since (date).............................. . Our institute/organization has no objection on his/her admission in the Ph.D. Programme of KKHSOU as per the following terms:
i. Mr./Mrs........................................... is permitted to pursue the Ph.D. programme.
ii. His/Her official duties shall permit him/her to devote sufficient time for research.
iii. If required, he/she will be relieved from the duty to complete the course work.

Signature,

Name and Seal of the Employer and Organization
Designation
Contact Address  	

5

image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




